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God Most High perpetuate the blessings of His Holy
Exhalations !) may be well pleased with and grateful to
thee1." These letters, and especially the second, which is
filled with the most exaggerated praises of Shaykh Safi,
sufficiently prove the high repute which he enjoyed amongst
his contemporaries2.

The second fact germane to our thesis is that com-

parative!^ soon after his death a most extensive monograph

on his life, character, teachings, doctrines, virtues

graph 7nhis Me" and miracles was compiled by one of his followers,

darwtsh Tawakkul3 ibn Ismail, commonly

watu's-gafd.                                                                                           *                       J t

called Rmu'l-Bazzaz, apparently under the in-
spiration and direction of Shaykh Sadru'd-Dfn, who suc-
ceeded his father Shaykh Saff as head of the Order and held
this position for fifty-eight years (A.D. 1334-1392). This
rare and important book has never been printed4, but is the
chief source of all later accounts of the head of the family
and dynasty, in most of which it is frequently and explicitly
cited. A much later recension of it was made in the reign
of Shdh Tahmdsp (A.D. 1524-1576) by a certain Abu'l-

2  Shaykh Safi died in 735/1334 at the age of 85.  Rashfdu'd-Dm was
put to death in A.D. 1318 at the age of 70 or somewhat over.

3  Or TdkK (jJL^p) as it is written and pointed in a note in Mr

Ellis's manuscript.

4  Since this was written I have obtained through the kindness of
one of my Persian correspondents a copy of an excellent lithographed
edition published at Bombay in 1329/1911, of the very existence of
which I was ignorant when this chapter was written.